
Economic & Commercial Commission  
Meeting Minutes – December 4, 2017 

 
 

Members Present     Members Not Present 
Jay Walsh      Robert Workman  
Dennis Reidy         
Mark Wendling 
Dino Sanfillippo     Staff  Present  
Christine Obbagy     Patrick Hoban, Economic Development Mgr. 
Yaser Elkayyal      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary 
Richard Osty      Renee Tanner, Business Retention Specialist 
Diane Galante            
   
        
Chairman Walsh called the December 4, 2017 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 
6:34 p.m. There was a motion made by Dennis Reidy, seconded by Dino Sanfillippo, to approve the minutes 
from the Sept. 11, 2017 ECC meeting; motion carried. There was a motion made by Diane Galante, 
seconded by Dino Sanfillippo, to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting; motion carried.  
 
Patrick introduced a guest—Renee Tanner, the new Business Retention Specialist for the Village. He 
explained what her goals and duties will be and how she will interact with the area businesses. 
 
Chairman’s Report – 
Jay gave a recap of some of the projects on the (October) monthly Economic Development Report. He also 
encouraged regular attendance at the monthly commission meetings so that we can have a quorum and the 
commission can go through the proper procedures while fulfilling its’ role. 
 
New Business/Old Business – 
Nothing to discuss at this time. 
 
Oak Park Avenue Playbook – 
Patrick explained the origin of the Playbook and that its purpose was to take steps to enhance the downtown 
Tinley Park area utilizing grants and codes to make the area easier to develop. It consists of a bullet-point 
breakdown of plays, including sign grants, a façade program, landscape grants, and code grants to help 
offset the cost of making properties compliant. Many buildings do not have interest because of the expense 
to make them compliant to ADA or install a sprinkler system. 
The Commission would be the recommending body to recommend the grant or not. It would then go to the 
Economic Development and Marketing Committee for recommendation to the Board; the Board would 
then have the final say. Patrick was looking for feedback; the commissioners went through and briefly 
discussed each of the individual items.  
A suggestion was made that instead of the 50/50 ratio for grants, it should be 70/30, 30 being the Village’s 
portion. It was also suggested to put a time restriction on the time allotted for specific grants. A discussion 
ensued of who would be responsible for the improvements, the property owner or the business owner. Codes 
in some areas need to be changed too. As it is now, if you invest more than 50% of the property value, it 
has to be residential. A loan program for retail was also discussed. All in all, it was confirmed that taking 
steps to bring in new businesses would be a top priority. The trustees would need to let the commission 
know what they want—retail, entertainment district, etc.? 
 
 



Mental Health Center – 
The village will take steps to make it known that the site is available through online and magazine avenues. 
They hope to publish an RFQ by January 1st and from that put together a master list of everyone interested 
and what their concept might be. The State of Illinois is currently talking to appraisers and we want to be 
ready for when the state offers the site up for sale. RFQ’s will come back by February 15th and they will be 
reviewed; developers will need to have experience cleaning up brownfields. The top picks from that list 
will be presented to Village Board. 
 
Economic Development Strategic Plan – 
The twelve items in the plan were briefly discussed at a previous meeting. Patrick wants the commission to 
rank them by priority and hopes to review a couple of these at each ECC meeting. With the BRE they are 
meeting with current business owners. But there’s not money in the budget this year to attend retail or tech 
shows and conferences to attract new businesses. Patrick will send the list out to commissioners and ask 
everyone to rank them and from there they will tackle one a month at the meetings. It was decided that we’d 
start with the Development item at the next meeting, asking commissioners to offer Patrick direction and 
ideas.    
 
Staff Report – 
Patrick stated that the TIF is coming up for the Convention Center and the property is for sale. There is a 
developer interested in it and they will be likely be asking for at least a 5-year, 50% property tax abatement.  
The South Street Boulevard Project is dead; the parties involved could not come to an agreement.  
There will be a meeting on Wednesday the 6th; Lakota will be discussing the location of the new plaza and 
will be looking for feedback. Patrick reminded everyone of the new “Life Amplified” branding and that the 
plaza will play into that. 
Municipal Designation Incentive – Patrick is meeting with people and working on getting areas in Cook 
County reclassified that would develop except that they are in Cook County. We can get the board to vote 
on it and get them listed as designated area and start applying for 7A’s and 7B’s which would be a huge tax 
savings.. 
Tinley Park is going through a Reaccreditation Process; they are the only accredited Economic 
Development organization in the State of Illinois. 
Patrick gave a recap of the conference he is currently attending and will type up notes to be shared. 
Patrick shared that he is attending Notre Dame to get a Business Analytics degree to change the game for 
the data reporting and analyzing in the government sector and use the data to our advantage.   
 
Trustee Report – 
Trustee Berg was not in attendance. Patrick informed the commissioners that there’s a possibility of  
merging the Economic Commercial Commission with the MainStreet Commission. 
 
Comments from the Public – none 
 
Chairman Walsh reminded commissioners of the Holiday Party on the 14th. There was a motion made by 
Christine Obbagy and seconded by Mark Wendling, to adjourn the meeting. Vote by voice call. All were 
in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m 


